
We have had a solid couple of weeks allowing for some decompression on some markets of major commodities.  We are in the midst of
transitioning from California to AZ and should expect to see some limited volumes on Wet Veg until the full transition happens.  We are seeing
some growers begin to transition and this should continue to occur over the next few weeks.  Lettuces are still most affected by previous heat
waves and will need to wait till the transition happens until they can reach stable numbers.  Citrus is now in domestic season and we can expect
to see a hopeful and great season ahead.  

Two main concerns as we head into the second week of November include Hurricane Eta and also a continued lack of trucks in the nation. 
 Prices are still elevated on trucks and there doesn't appear to be a significant change happening quickly.  Hurricane Eta is currently an
unknown on what sort of affect it will have on harvests and inbound imports.  We anticipate to know more moving into the second half of next
week.  Keep an eye on items on the East Coast, MX and Imports that could be directly impacted due to Eta.  
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Regional Weather Forecast
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Regional Transportation Report
National Diesel Average: $2.720 (wk 45)

Low 60s

Mid 70s

Low 20s

Low 40s

Low 30s

Bainbridge, GA

Watsonville, CA

Oxnard, CA

Salinas, CA

                                 2019 : $3.062 (wk 45)
NPC continues to monitor and track diesel fuel averages by state as well as reported truckload freight rates
on a weekly basis. Transportation continues to work through its most significant structural changes in years

in regards to new laws and regulations stressing available truck volume and controlling drivers.

Regions with shortages:
Nationwide trucks are still higher this week due to high demand in certain regions.  Slight
shortage in Nogales, West Florida, Minnesota-North Dakota, East North Carolina, Texas,

Yakima Valley, and Central Wisconsin.  Shortages in Colorado, Delaware, Minnesota, Idaho,
North Carolina, Wisconsin, Oregon and Washington.
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Upper 30s

Wind and rain over the weekend followed
by a sunny week.  

Low 80s

Mid 40s

Idaho Falls, ID Drop in temp next week.  Cloudy with
chance of snow and showers.  

Partly cloudy and sunny next week.

Windy weekend with chance of rain on
Thursday.  Sunny and partly cloudy week.  

Upper 40s

Upper 40sYuma, AZ Windy weekend with sunshine the
remainder of the week.  

Mid 70s

Upper 60s

Scattered thunderstorms next week.  Eyes
will be on Eta Storm as it approaches. Low 60s

Low 60s



Weekly Market Changes

Asparagus

Avocados

Volume on asparagus has been improving as MX picks up harvest levels.  There is still an uneven market
and there is chance for some volatility depending on Hurricane Eta pathway and potential to impact MX and

import product.  We should have a better at the latter end of next week how numbers will be looking. 
 Asparagus remains on alert due to uncertainty.  

Quality: Supply:

Quality: GOOD Supply:
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Overall the market is stable but we are seeing retail driving the market. Currently California, PE,
and MX product have been in good supply.  So far there has been sufficient quantity and quality

of product crossing the border.  

Bananas
Quality: GOOD Supply: GOOD

Overall there hasn't been much fluctuation in the banana market.  Supply and quality have
been good and freight costs have been level leaving the banana industry quite stable.

Berries, Mixed Quality: Supply:

Broccoli Quality: Supply:

Brussels Sprouts Quality: Supply:

GOOD

Cantaloupe Quality: Supply:

Blueberries- Seeing some more availability coming from the import harvests and also from MX and CA.  Markets have come off over the past two weeks.   
 Should see a more stable market in the coming weeks.   

Raspberries- Overall supply has been in surplus and Raspberries have been very promotable.  Should continue to see solid numbers in the month of
November.  Product out of CA and MX.  

Blackberries- Similar to Razz, Blackberries have recovered and are seeing good availability.  The outlook is positive and product is coming
primarily from CA and MX.  

GOODGOOD

Broccoli supplies will be light for the coming week. Harvest is finishing up in Salinas and moving down to
Yuma, AZ.  Fair quality is being reported at this time. Occasional pin rot has reported from the fields.

Supplies are expected to be limited until after we transition.

Brussels Sprouts supplies are steady for this week. Demand for sprouts continues to be
strong heading into the fall season.  Good quality has been reported and we expect markets

to increase as we get closer to the Holidays.

GOOD

Harvest numbers have improved with conditions cooling off and fires beginning to subside.  Melons are
back off alert and should be more stable moving forward with regular sizing and good quality.  

GOOD

GOOD GOOD

GOOD

FAIR
ALERT

BAD

GOOD



Weekly Market Changes

Cauliflower Quality: Supply:

Celery Quality: Supply:

www.nproduce.com (800) 213-6699November 6, 2020  I   Page 4

Corn Quality: Supply:

Cucumbers Quality: Supply:

Eggplant Quality: Supply:

Carrot Sticks Quality: Supply:GOOD

COVID-19 has had an impact on value added carrots and the array of pack sizes and cuts
available to the market.  The additional labor and contact throughout the supply chain has

put this item on the radar until supply can catch up with demand.

FAIR

Cilantro Quality: Supply:

Cilantro supplies are good this week. Growers are expecting steady supplies the next few
weeks.  Good quality is been reported by multiple growers at this time. Demand for

Cilantro has decreased this week.

GOOD GOOD

GOOD

BAD

Eggplant is trending down this week. Production is starting out of Florida. That should
help keep prices in check.

Cauliflower supplies will be light for this coming week while harvests finish up in Salinas and
move down to Yuma, AZ.  Growers are reporting fair quality at this time. Supplies

are expected to be limited until after transition finishes in a couple weeks.

Celery supplies are light for this week. Harvest is finishing up in the Salinas Valley and
moving to Oxnard, CA.  Good quality is being reported at this time and supplies are

expected to be light until we transition to Yuma, AZ in January.

Prices for Cucumbers is trending slightly up this week. Production has been impacted by cool
weather in the East. Production is expected to start up out of Florida this week-end. That should help

put some pressure on prices.

Prices for Corn is still elevated but has been trending down this week. Production is coming out of Florida,
Arizona and California. Look for prices to come off some more in the weeks to come. 

GOODGOOD

GOOD GOOD

FAIRFAIR

FAIR

FAIR



Weekly Market Changes
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Grapes We have made our way into domestic season and we are now seeing good volume in the
open market.  Price has come down as supply has picked up.  We anticipate this to

continue steady for the next few weeks but then will begin to see greens coming to an
end while reds continue on for an additional few weeks.

Quality: GOOD Supply:

Honeydew Quality: Supply:

Iceberg Quality: Supply:

Red and Green Leaf Quality: Supply:

Romaine Leaf Quality: Supply:

Chinese Garlic
Beginning to see better numbers as imports begin to loosen and there is supply between

domestic, Spanish and China

Quality: GOOD Supply:

 ALERT

Green Beans Quality: Supply:

Supplies had been depressed over the past few weeks but have made positive moves over the
past few days as fields have moved from growing regions where hurricane damage had occurred.  

We anticipate better numbers and a steady market moving forward as we move into the busy
season for green beans during the holidays.  

GOOD

BAD

FAIR

Lettuce supplies continue to be very limited for this week while Salinas, CA finishes up the season.
Growers have been harvesting in Huron, CA. Growers have also started harvesting in Yuma, AZ
this week. Expect for cartons to be light in weight. Supplies will continue to be light until we fully

transition to Yuma, AZ.

BAD BAD

Romaine supplies continue to be very short this week.  Growers are finishing up Romaine in
Salinas CA. Growers are transitioning to Yuma AZ.  Growers are only reporting fair quality at this
time. Expect carton Romaine to be light in weight for next week. Supplies will continue to be light

until we fully transition to Yuma AZ.

BAD

ALERT

Harvest numbers have improved with conditions cooling off and fires beginning to subside.  Melons are
back off alert and should be more stable moving forward with regular sizing and good quality.  

Still lagging behind on production numbers.  Yields are down due to some quality issues including sun scald,
dehydration, and wind/fringe burn.  Other lettuce items remain tight as well which will not help the overall

outlook on green and red leaf.  We anticipate a period of limited availability until full transition in November.  

BADBAD

ALERT

FAIR

GOOD GOOD

FAIR



Weekly Market Changes
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Limes
Markets fell off a few weeks ago and have remained down and steady for the past few weeks. 

 No indicators of any major changes in the near term.

Onions

Quality: GOOD Supply:

Quality: Supply:

Green Onions
Good quality and good yields reported by multiple growers.  

Prices are back to normal and not escalated.  

Quality: GOOD Supply: GOOD

Oranges
 The USDA box program was the biggest catalyst affecting overall supply in the import fruit season. 
 We have now moved into domestic crop after a difficult October.  Markets have released more this
week and have dropped down again taking oranges off alert.  Cooler weather has begun in CA which

should help with color and brix.  

Quality: Supply:

Lemons

Back into domestic crop as we moved into November.  A cold front finally hit this week which allows for fruit to
color up and hit ideal brix levels.  Anticipate better quality and markets moving forward through domestic season.  

Quality: Supply:

Tender Leaf
 Growers aren’t reporting any issues on supply and quality has been fine.  Look for this

to continue for a few weeks.  

Quality: GOOD Supply: GOOD

FAIR

GOOD

FAIR

Mushrooms

Overall a fairly stable item for 10 months out of the year.  We are entering the winter months where there is some
activity as demand increases across the country.  In addition to normal winter activity, we have began to see some
shortages in Crimini and Portabella Mushrooms.  Retail pulling heavier than normal and labor issues with COVID

have lead to an unstable market. Indicators are showing a limited fall and winter for Mushrooms.  

Quality: Supply:

Market has leveled out after a transition up into new crop out of the Pacific North West region.  Quality has
been good and supply is flush.  Growers are expecting a good season baring any major freezes or setbacks.  

BAD
ALERT

GOOD GOOD

FAIR

GOOD GOOD



Weekly Market Changes
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Summer Squash Quality: Supply:

Strawberries Quality: Supply:

Tomatoes Quality: Supply:

Watermelon Quality: Supply:GOOD GOOD
Supply has been plentiful and the market has continued to slump as there has been a
surplus in the marketplace.  Seeing prices decrease on MX product crossing on both

boarders, McAllen and Nogales.  Anticipate a low market for the coming weeks.

Potatoes
The potato market has come back down as we have made the transition to OR and ID new crop. 
 Supply is good and quality is back to solid condition.  With new crop availability, there should not

be any major issues moving through the fall season.  

Quality: Supply:

Pineapple
Volumes have been low for the past few weeks but are now improving.  Weather had been a
major issue but is now improving.  The labor strikes have ceased and we are now looking at a

more balanced marketplace with good quality and supply.  

Quality: Supply:

We have finally seen a movement in the positive direction on strawberries.  Supplies are beginning to catch up
demand as we move south and hit Santa Maria and also have back up from Mexico.  The market took a slight bounce

this week going up higher as cheap northern berries came out of the marketplace.  Quality has been good but
overall the market had been so affected by previous heat waves that we are still seeing higher market prices.  That

said, we hope to see some stability over the next couple of weeks.  

GOOD GOOD

Prices for 20 lb Round tomatoes trended up slightly this week. Prices for 25 lb Rounds, Grapes and Cherries are
trending down this week. Prices for Roma's are trending slightly down this week.  Production out of CA, Mexico
and Florida is picking up fortunately. Growers are expecting active markets through the upcoming Thanksgiving

Holiday. As you know, weather will continue to be a key driver on supplies and costing. 

ALERT
BAD

Prices for Green and Yellow Squash is trending slightly up this week. Prices have been at rock
bottom for the last few weeks.  Production out of Georgia has been impacted by cool weather.

Florida is ramping up out of South Florida and prices are still a value right now. 

Peppers, Bell Quality: Supply:
Prices for Green Peppers is trending slightly down this week. Production is coming out of California and
Georgia. Production will start out of Florida by early next week. Growers are expecting prices to come

down in the weeks to come. Prices of Red and Yellow Peppers is trending up this week. Production has
been hindered by rain and cool weather.

GOOD GOOD

GOOD GOOD

GOOD

FAIR FAIR

FAIR FAIR



Industry Report

 Stabilizing labor costs and adding more predictability, the Department of Labor’s H-2A wage rule is winning industry support.

U.S. Agriculture Secretary Sonny Perdue praised the final rule, which will become effective 45 days after publication in the Federal
Register.

In a statement, the Florida Fruit & Vegetable Association commends the U.S. Department of Labor for extending the 2020 Adverse Effect
Wage Rate through 2022. “We applaud the agency for recognizing that the USDA’s annual Farm Labor Survey was not the appropriate
tool to determine wages for workers in the H-2A program,” the group said. “This change more closely matches market wage rates while
not lowering wages for agricultural workers.”

FFVA said the measure holds wages stable during the transition period and provides “much-needed predictability” for agriculture
employers who use the H-2A program.

The new method announced by the DOL should produce a more stable wage for the H-2A program, according to Michael Marsh,
president and CEO of the National Council of Agricultural Employers. However, he said the rule could be subject to review if Democratic
candidate Joe Biden wins the White House, he said.

“We applaud the Administration for taking this preliminary step toward AEWR rationality,” Dave Puglia, president and CEO of Western
Growers, said in a news release. “However, rules are subject to the whims of the administration in office, and cannot address every need
of the farm workforce, which is why we will continue to work toward a more permanent and complete legislative solution that creates a
more workable H-2A program and provides a pathway to legalization for existing agricultural workers.”

Perdue said in a news release that the rule delivers on President Trump’s promise to stabilize farm labor costs and reform the H-2A wage
rate. “This rule shows once again President Trump’s commitment to America’s farmers by delivering lower costs when they need it the
most,” Perdue said in the release. “Over the past several years farm wages have increased at a higher pace than other industries, which is
why this DOL rule could not come at a better time. This is an example of good government that will ensure greater stability for farmers
and help them make long term business decisions rather than facing uncertainty year after year.”

The Department of Labor’s final rule updates the methodology for determining the annual Adverse Effect Wage Rates in the H-2A visa
program, The new rule improves the consistency of the AEWRs, provides stronger protections for workers, and establishes better stability
and predictability for employers in complying with their wage obligations.

For the vast majority of agricultural jobs, the release said the rule stabilizes the wage rate through the calendar year 2022 by using the
average hourly wages for field and livestock workers (combined), as reported by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Farm Labor Survey
published in November 2019, as the AEWRs for field and livestock worker occupations. Beginning in 2023, and annually thereafter, the
release said the Department of Labor will adjust these AEWRs by the percentage change in the Bureau of Labor Statistics’ (BLS)
Employment Cost Index for wages and salaries for the preceding 12-month period.

For all other agricultural jobs, DOL will set and annually adjust the AEWRs using the average hourly wages for the occupational
classification reported by the BLS Occupational Employment Statistics (OES) Survey program. These agricultural jobs are often
supervisory or higher skilled/uniquely skilled, such as construction jobs, which pay higher wages than typical farming occupations,
according to the release.

The USDA said the changes implemented in this rule also address stakeholder concerns about the potential for “significant and
unpredictable” wage changes from year-to-year associated with the Department of Labor’s prior method.

The release said the Department of Labor intends to issue a second final rule to finalize the remainder of the July 29, 2019, proposed
rule that will govern other aspects of the certification of agricultural labor or services performed by H-2A workers, and enforcement of
the contractual obligations applicable to employers of such nonimmigrant workers.
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Trump Administration Releases New H-2A Wage Method

The Packer: November 2, 2020


