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Blackberries 

Cucumbers 

Corn 

Grapes 

Limes 

Raspberries 

WEEK 9: March 1 - March 7, 2021  

MARKET OUTLOOK  
Regional Weather Update : 

Transportation : 

National Diesel Average :  $2.973     Compared to Last Year: 
$2.882 

Shortages : Truck availability has become extremely short again 
with extreme shortages in most of the country including but not 
limited to AZ, CA, CO, ID, OR, NC, WA, FL.  

Oxnard, CA: Mostly sunny; highs in the 60s and lows in the 40s.  

Salinas, CA: Mostly sunny with highs in the 60s and lows around 
40.   

Yuma, AZ: Mostly sunny with highs in the 70s and lows in the 40s.   

Immokalee, FL: Partly cloudy with highs in the low 90s and lows in 
the 60s.  

Idaho Falls, ID: Partly cloudy with highs in the 30s and lows in the 
teens.   



 

    www.nproduce.com (800) 213-6699                         February 26, 2021  |  Page 2 

Peru: Low Volume in the northern region for the next few weeks, Low Demand, Good Quality.(Mexican Volume is 
affecting Peruvian demand.) Mexico: Low Demand, Good Quality, Good/High Volume.  

Asparagus 

Avocados 
The many challenges sub-freezing weather in TX caused last week has created an interesting scenario that is still 
playing out. Just how much fruit is backed up on both sides of the border, and when it will move out and arrive at 
destination is unclear. But this will certainly have an effect on price, inventory, the age of fruit across the industry 
and demand for harvest going forward. Volume harvested in Mexico did rebound from the previous week (57MM 
vs. 53.7MM), but there’s more to the story than simply quantity. Although harvest was strong, there were signifi-
cant logistics and weather delays that may require another 1-2 weeks to fully correct. Field pricing in Mexico con-
tinues to be strong as there is high demand for harvest. Currently the harvest in Mexico is moving from low eleva-
tion orchards to higher elevations where growers are in a better position to hold fruit. Mexico’s crop is projected to 
be 15% ahead of last year. 

Berries 

MARKET OUTLOOK 

Blackberries– : Prices for Blackberries is trending up slightly this week. Supplies are tight due to the recent freeze in 
Mexico. Growers are expecting some pressure on supplies in the weeks to come. Expect prices to stay elevated. 
Blueberries: Prices for Blueberries is trending down this week. Supply exceeds demands this week. Growers aren’t 
expecting the downward pricing trend to continue. . Raspberries: No change on Raspberries this week. Prices are 
running steady this week.  Supplies are tight due to the recent freeze in Mexico. Look for prices to remain steady for 
the next 2 to 3 weeks. Growers are reporting challenges with quality. 

This year's Washington State Apple Crop is now estimated at 121 million boxes vs shipping 133.5 million last year. 
This is a significant drop from last season but WA will have Apples to sell throughout the Year. Eastern Washington 
had 2 major wind storms late September/Early October where in some areas devasted orchards. Plus - some varie-
ties did not bounce back from the year before, we call it a light set.  Also, late October - we had a few days be-
tween 12 and 18 degrees - some apples did not make it through. Reds, Golds, Galas and Gr Smiths are the varieties 
mostly impacted by the loss. The Farm to Family Box Program has been a huge part of the Price Increases seen in 
the past 2 Months.  

Apples 

Bananas 
We have now entered the countdown towards summer weather in the tropics. As it is here, it is still winter in the 
tropics but the temperatures will continue to increase over the month of February and into March. At this point the 
banana situation remains the same as last week with tight supplies as a result of the hurricanes.   

Seeing good demand, supply and quality.  Beans, Green 

SUPPLY = GOOD | QUALITY = GOOD 

SUPPLY = GOOD QUALITY = FAIR 

SUPPLY = FAIR | QUALITY = FAIR 

SUPPLY = FAIR | QUALITY = GOOD 

SUPPLY = GOOD | QUALITY = GOOD 

SUPPLY = GOOD | QUALITY = GOOD 
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Cantaloupe volume from Guatemala’s second cycle will start to be received as early as the end of this 
week and increase weekly throughout March.  Actual numbers initially are lower that what was originally 
projectedSizing on this new fruit is anticipated to trend heavier to the larger fruit which could put more 
pressure on the availability of smaller fruit.  Although we have yet to receive any of this fruit reports/
pictures from our farm are showing outstanding quality with a nice shell color with very good brix levels. 

Cantaloupes 

Celery 

Corn 

MARKET OUTLOOK 

Supplies continue to be steady with Cauliflower this week. Growers are reporting supplies as nor-
mal. Good quality is been reported at this time. Supplies are expected to be steady for next week. 

Celery supplies continue to be very good this week. Growers are reporting steady supplies going into next 
week.  Good quality is been reported at this time. Growers are expecting markets to be steady the next few 
weeks.    

Prices for Corn out of Florida and Mexico is trending down this week. Prices are still at elevated levels. 
Growers are looking for another production gap in a few weeks. Look for prices to work their way back up 
at that time.  

Cauliflower 

Cellos are very tight, especially 48/1s.  With retail servicing a lot of demand that is normally taken care of in 
the foodservice sector it is putting some strains on compacity as the production system is not built to service 
the additional demand for these products. . There are not enough hours in the day to make everything being 
requested. This should improve as we open our Arizona and Georgia seasons the first week of January. Snack 
packs tight too. 

Carrots 

Brussels Sprouts 

Broccoli 

Supplies continue to be very good with Broccoli this week. Steady supplies are expected to continue next 
week. Good quality is been reported at this time. Demand has decreased the last few weeks.   

Brussel Sprouts supplies continue to be good this week. Good quality is been reported at this time. Growers 
are expecting steady supplies for the next few weeks. Demand for Brussel Sprouts has decreased the last few 
weeks.   

SUPPLY = GOOD | QUALITY = GOOD 

SUPPLY = GOOD | QUALITY = GOOD 

SUPPLY = GOOD | QUALITY = GOOD 

SUPPLY = GOOD | QUALITY = GOOD 

SUPPLY = FAIR| QUALITY = GOOD 

SUPPLY = FAIR | QUALITY = FAIR 

SUPPLY = GOOD | QUALITY = GOOD 
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Leaf 

Honeydews 

MARKET OUTLOOK 

Supplies continue to be very good with Lettuce Iceberg. Growers are expecting excellent supplies for next 
week. Good quality and very good weights are been reported at this time. Demand for lettuce has decreased the 
last few weeks.     

Iceberg 

Overall honeydew volume hitting the market has been lower since last week which is assisting in restabilizing the 
pricing levels.  Fruit had been peaking on larger fruit but will  experience a quick shot of smaller fruit (6/8s) the 
end of this week but this should be temporary.  Honeydew quality has been very good over the past few weeks 
with few, if any, external scarring/blemishes while the melons have been cutting consistently with some of the 
best brix and flavor we have seen this season. 

Romaine: Supplies continue to be very good with Romaine Lettuce this week. Growers are expecting 
steady supplies going into next week.  Good quality and good weights are expected for this week. Demand 
for Romaine Lettuce has decreased the last few weeks.     

Green Leaf/ Red Leaf/ Butter (Boston) Lettuce: Steady supplies are expected going into next week. 
Good quality is been reported at this time. 

Tender Leaf  Steady supplies for this week. Good quality, no concerns.  

Grapes 

Extreme alert, see story on last page. Availability will be lower from this point all the way till the MX season 
starts. Uvanova analyzes severe table grape damage, with losses of over $600M expected. An agricultural catas-
trophe was declared after the heavy, mid-summer rainfall in southern-central regions on the weekend of Jan. 30 
caused widespread damage to crop. Uvanova said the damage can be summarized as the concurrence of three 
main factors: the large amount of rainfall (up to 100mm in some areas in the VI region), the number of days that 
the fruit remained underwater, and the high humidity in the three weeks following the rain event which favored 
the growth of fungi. 

Prices for Cucumbers is trending up this week. Supplies are running tight out of Mexico and Honduras. 
Look for better supplies in early March. Supplies should pick up out of Mexico during the next few weeks. 
Florida will start with some New Crop around the second week of March.   

Cucumbers 

Eggplant Prices for Eggplant is mixed this week. Prices for Eggplant out of the East is trending down slightly. Prices for 
Eggplant out of Mexico is trending up. Look for better market conditions in a few weeks.    

SUPPLY = GOOD | QUALITY = GOOD 

SUPPLY = FAIR| QUALITY = GOOD 

SUPPLY = GOOD | QUALITY = FAIR 

SUPPLY = GOOD | QUALITY = GOOD 

SUPPLY = FAIR | QUALITY = GOOD 

SUPPLY = BAD| QUALITY = FAIR 

SUPPLY = FAIR | QUALITY = GOOD 

https://www.freshfruitportal.com/news/2021/02/02/chile-table-grapes-hardest-hit-by-storm-amid-agricultural-catastrophe-fedefruta/
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MARKET OUTLOOK 

Oranges 

Onions Pretty stable, Overall onion markets are starting to press upward as demand is firm in the Northwest.  Red 
and whites are slightly headed up. Seeing good quality and demand.  

Fruit is great this season, appearance and eating quality is the best we have seen in many years. Fruit is cur-
rently peaking on 72/ 56 /88 – we are seeing a small percentage of 113/138 size fruit.  We anticipate this to 
be the case the rest of navel season, which will mean if we find a strong demand for 113/138’s we will start 
Valencia oranges earlier then normal, possibly the end of March.  Due to the lack of supply on 113/138’s we 
are planning these sizes to be firm in price and we will see market adjusting up each week as we move thru 
Feb.  

Onions, Green 
Good supplies going into next week. Growers are reporting better availability for next week. 

Prices for Green Pepper is trending down this week. Good supplies out of Florida and Mexico. Production 
exceeds demands. Some growers are walking away from fields. Prices for Red and Yellow Peppers is trending 
up this week. The best value is in Green Peppers right now.  

Peppers, Bell 

Lemons & Limes LIMES: This market remains elevated, short supply, higher pricing, small fruit is most limited. Seeing quality 
concerns, travel issues, and many factors in play here. Markets remain in the high $30s FOB. LEMONS: Cur-
rently picking our D1 (Central Valley) crop and it is very nice and strong. The rain will help with growth 
which we needed very much. 115’s thru 75’s will remain firm as most of the volume will be in the 165/140 
size structure. We do not anticipate any supply issues. 

Mushrooms We are in the winter months where there is some activity as demand increases across the country. COVID 
restrictions are also affecting things at supplier level. Look for things to remain a bit tight for the next cou-
ple weeks and improve into the spring.   

2020 is a clean crop of pears and quality is very good. Barts will be available through the last week of Feb 
or first week of March. New crop starts mid-August. Anjou’s – through August, just in time for new crop. 
Red Pears – through June – new crop starts mid-August. Bosc – through April – new crop starts early 
September. 

Pears 

SUPPLY = GOOD | QUALITY = GOOD 

SUPPLY = GOOD | QUALITY = GOOD 

SUPPLY = GOOD | QUALITY = GOOD 

SUPPLY = GOOD | QUALITY = GOOD 

SUPPLY = FAIR| QUALITY = GOOD 

SUPPLY = FAIR | QUALITY = FAIR 

SUPPLY = GOOD | QUALITY = GOOD 
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MARKET OUTLOOK 

Strawberries 

Squash 

Tomatoes 

Prices for Strawberries is trending down this week. Supplies out of Oxnard and Santa Maria are picking up. 

Cool weather in California next week could reverse the trend.  Growers are reporting good supplies out of 

Mexico and Florida too. We're getting reports of overall good quality for California, Florida and Mexican fruit.  

Prices for Green and Yellow Squash is trending up this week. Supplies are tight out of Florida and Mexico. 
Growers about of Mexico are reporting challenges with quality. Look for production to pick up around the 
second week of March.  

Prices for Tomatoes continue to trend down this week. All tomatoes are a very good value right now. Produc-

tion is good coming out of Florida and Mexico at this time. Growers are reporting good quality out of both 

growing areas too.  

This market remains stable and steady. Seeing good demand and quality at this point. Don’t forsee any con-
cerns at this time.  

 

Potatoes 

Prices for Chili peppers is trending up out of the East and West this week. Recent rains and freezes in Florida 
over the last few months has impacted production and quality.  Growers out of Mexico are reporting more 
favorable growing conditions right now.    

Peppers, Chili 

Pineapples While the level of precipitation has tapered off the last two weeks we have those  seasonal cold nights and 
some overcast days. The threat of natural flowering events continues  and we closely monitor fields and begin 
the process of quantifying naturally induced plants. The forecast is for future cold fronts rolling into the re-
gion. On the positive side, the  low precipitation is allowing us to advance soil preparation, all planned good 
husbandry practices and fruit quality remains stable and good. 

SUPPLY = FAIR | QUALITY = FAIR 

SUPPLY = FAIR | QUALITY = FAIR 

SUPPLY = FAIR | QUALITY = FAIR 

SUPPLY = GOOD | QUALITY = GOOD 

SUPPLY = GOOD | QUALITY = GOOD 

SUPPLY = GOOD | QUALITY = GOOD 
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MARKET OUTLOOK 

If you have any specific questions or concerns on any commodities not mentioned in this report, please feel free to reach out 

to dforsythe@nproduce.com and we will be happy to give you those current market conditions. Also look for our Spanish 

version that will be released on Monday. Have a great week!                             

MARKET OUTLOOK 

“Two weeks after heavy rains, the president of Fedefruta, Jorge Valenzuela, says that in some regions 
there is no fruit being harvested or packed due to the advanced rotting and fungal disease, all while in 

full season, leading to massive losses for producers. 

“At first, the rains caused splitting damages, falling fruit, trees, grapevines, being estimated at $150 mil-
lion. But as the weeks passed, the damage to the fruit has increase a lot. The rot and fungi have ad-

vanced due to the humidity and temperature, resulting in table grapes not being harvested or packed in 
the central region,” Valenzuela said in a statement on the Fedefruta website. 

While all table grape varieties have some damage, it is estimated that the central to southern regions 
will incur losses of 70-80 percent in white table grapes and 30 percent in red grapes. 

Within the Valparaiso region, the Aconcagua Valley already reports 42 percent less production when 
compared to the same period last year. 

There is no certainty on how growers are going to harvest varieties such as Scarlotta, Crimson, and 
Red Globe in the O’Higgins region. 

“Today it would be very optimistic to thing that we will be able to harvest 30-40 percent,” Valenzuela 
said. 

“Without working capital there is no way to meet the commitments of this season nor how to start the 
next,” he said. “We are in need of a financial rescue for producers in the fruit sector.” 

Valenzuela said Fedefruta is working on a proposal to bring financial help to a wider range of fruit pro-
ducers affected by the rains.” 

 

https://www.producebluebook.com/2021/02/25/chilean-fruit-losses-triple-after-heavy-rains/?
fbclid=IwAR0txL4vPdR8CReQlFNNmSSPecPIyLAL6cEPlhLluLHZ-Ja2jCJzS7CJYO8# 

Chilean fruit losses triple after heavy rains 
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