WEEK 21: May 24 - May 30, 2021

MARKET OUTLOOK
Regional Weather Update :
Oxnard, CA: Sunny; mid 60s with lows in the mid 50s.
Salinas, CA: Partly cloudy skies with highs ranging from the mid 60s
to lows in the high 40s to low 50s.
Yuma, AZ: Sunny with highs in the high 90s lows in the mid 60s.
Immokalee, FL: Partly cloudy for the week; highs in the 90s and
lows in the mid 60s.
Idaho Falls, ID: Partly cloudy skies with highs in the mid 60s to low 70s and
lows in the high 30s to mid 40s.

Transportation :

Berries (Black &
Raz)
Brussel Sprouts
Grapes (Green)

Mushrooms
Green Peppers

National Diesel Average : $3.249 Compared to Last Year: $2.390
Shortages : Seeing high freight rates, extreme truck shortages remain in AZ,
CA, CO, FL, NC, & MI—slight shortage in GA, Lower Rio Grande Valley, OR,
WA.
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Apples

This year's Washington State Apple Crop is now estimated at 121 million boxes vs shipping 133.5 million last
year. This is a significant drop from last season but WA will have Apples to sell throughout the Year. Eastern
Washington had 2 major wind storms late September/Early October where in some areas devasted orchards.
Plus - some varieties did not bounce back from the year before, we call it a light set. Also, late October - we had
a few days between 12 and 18 degrees - some apples did not make it through. Reds, Golds, Galas and Gr Smiths
are the varieties mostly impacted by the loss. The Farm to Family Box Program has been a huge part of the
price Increases seen in the past 2 Months.
SUPPLY = FAIR | QUALITY = FAIR

Asparagus

Production in Southern Baja is still increasing. The Guanajuato region should start in the last week in May and run
through the end of August, depending on weather. Volume from Peru continues to increase. This trend should
continue until the second or third week in June when their winter season starts in that region. Markets are less
active this week with the increased supply.
SUPPLY = GOOD | QUALITY = GOOD

Avocados

Avocado volume into the US market, the last two weeks has been nearly identical. Mexico and California contributed 43 and 11 million pounds respectively each week for a combined total of 54- 55 million pounds. This moderation
has slowly reduced inventories, which towered at a scary 72 million pounds a couple weeks ago. Now they are closer to 64 million pounds, a little on the heavy side but a lot less worrisome. Mexico’s normal season has several
weeks remaining, and the lower harvest level is likely a combination of efforts to avoid market instability and reduce excess inventory. So far this week, demand in the fields has come back to life. Harvest is taking place at a
higher rate than last, and the prices being demanded by growers has mostly stabilized. Oil content in fruit is very
high at nearly 36%. This makes for outstanding eating quality but greatly reduces shelf life.
SUPPLY = FAIR | QUALITY = GOOD

Bananas
Banana sales were way up the last two weeks. We are working hard to have proper color in our DCs. Port delays in
Hueneme have caused further issues on the West Coast. Regarding 40lb bananas, we see no national issue with
supply even though we are still seeing higher farm acquisition costs. Supply is still lower due to the hurricanes in
2020. Quality should not be an issue at this time.
SUPPLY = FAIR | QUALITY = FAIR

Berries

Beans, Green

Blackberries– : Prices for Blackberries are trending down this week. Supplies are still running tight but
consumer demands are low. Production out of California is on the upswing. Volume out of Mexico is on
the downswing. Quality is a challenge right now. Please check all arrivals with extra care. Blueberries– :
Prices for Blueberries are trending down this week. Georgia is reporting good production volume along
with very good quality. Production out of California is picking up. That is helping to put some pressure on
the markets. Raspberries– : Prices for Raspberries are trending slightly down this week due to low consumer demands. Supplies are still tight. Production out of California us on the upswing and Mexico is on
the downswing. Growers are continue to report challenges with quality. SUPPLY = FAIR | QUALITY = FAIR
This market remains stable. Seeing good quality and demand.
SUPPLY = GOOD | QUALITY = GOOD
SUPPLY = GSUPPLY = GOOD |
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Broccoli
Supplies continue to be good this week from Salinas CA. Demand continues to be light this week. Quality is
excellent on Broccoli, supplies should remain steady for a few weeks.
SUPPLY = GOOD | QUALITY = GOOD

Brussels Sprouts
Supplies are light this week. Good availability on smaller size sprouts. Demand is average for this week, quality
is only fair at this time. Supplies will be short especially on the larger size.
SUPPLY = FAIR | QUALITY = FAIR

Carrots
Quality is good, still seeing limited supply on jumbos.
SUPPLY = FAIR | QUALITY = GOOD

Cauliflower
Supplies continue to improve this week. Demand is light this week. Quality on Cauliflower is excellent,
supplies should remain steady for a few weeks.
SUPPLY = GOOD | QUALITY = GOOD

Cantaloupes

Current cantaloupe arrivals have seen a significant shift in sizing to mostly jumbo fruit (9s and larger). This
is leaving 12s in a limited position with a small percentage of 15s coming in. Quality continues to be the
best we have seen all season. Cantaloupes have been solid with excellent shell color and very good internal quality. The flavor profiles have resembled domestic melons which have a more extensive growing
cycle. Brix levels have been mostly in the 12-16% range.
SUPPLY = GOOD | QUALITY = GOOD

Celery
Supplies continue to be good this week. Celery continues to be harvested in Oxnard CA and Santa Maria CA.
Demand is very light this week. Quality is excellent on Celery, supplies are expected to remain steady for a few
weeks.
SUPPLY = GOOD | QUALITY = GOOD

Corn

Prices for Corn out of Florida is at the bottom of the Corn Exchange price range. Growers out of the East
are expecting prices to remain at the current levels through June. California is currently harvesting corn.
Prices trending up a bit this week due high retail ad activity. Look for supplies to tighten up around the
Memorial Day. Value Item!!
SUPPLY = GOOD | QUALITY = GOOD

www.nproduce.com (800) 213-6699

May 21, 2021 | Page 3

MARKET OUTLOOK
Cucumbers

Prices for Cucumbers are trending down this week. Production out of Georgia and Mexico is picking up. Production out of Florida is expected to discontinue harvesting in a week or 2. Growers are expecting the markets to remain steady.
SUPPLY = GOOD | QUALITY = GOOD

Eggplant

Prices for Eggplant are trending up this week. Production is lower than expected out of Georgia and California. Look for prices to stabilize over the next few weeks.
SUPPLY = FAIR | QUALITY = FAIR

Grapes
Grapes

The Import Grape season is coming to a close although we have a couple of containers arriving over the next few
days. The Grape market continue to decrease, better availability. Mexico have been experiencing heavy rains on
last week and expecting more rain on Thursday this week. This will cause quality issues on arrival, product will
take around 3-4 days to start showing quality issues. With the excess of rain and high temperatures shelf life will
be affected, we will try to rest the fruit for a longer period of time to avoid this issues.
SUPPLY = BAD | QUALITY = BAD

Honeydews

We are anticipating the first arrivals of the Domestic Melons to hit the DCs this upcoming weekend. Honeydews
continue to be tight due to a slight gap between the seasons. We are working hard to fill orders.
SUPPLY = FAIR | QUALITY = GOOD

Iceberg

Supplies are excellent this week from Salinas CA. Demand for lettuce is good this week. Overall quality is very
good and weights are good this week. Supplies should remain steady for a few weeks.
SUPPLY = GOOD | QUALITY = GOOD
Romaine: Supplies continue to be excellent this week. Demand has declined for Romaine lettuce. Quality is only
fair at this time, experiencing some light fringe burn this week. Supplies should remain steady for a few weeks.

Leaf

Green Leaf/ Red Leaf/ Butter (Boston) Lettuce: Supplies continue to be steady for this week. Demand is light this
week, quality on Green leaf is very good. Supplies should remain steady for a few weeks.
Tender Leaf: Supplies continue to be good this week. Demand is steady on tender leaf, quality is good for this
week. Supplies should remain steady for a few weeks.
SUPPLY = GOOD | QUALITY = GOOD
.

Lemons & Limes

LIMES: The lime market is beginning to improve, particularly on the smaller sizes; however, supply remains very
short on larger sizes. We recommend subbing with 200s when possible due to short supply on 110s, 150s and at
times 175s. We expect to see short supply on larger fruit through June. Demand remains strong and prices have
come down but still remain elevated. LEMONS: we are seeing strong demand for lemons as we move to the summer. There is a lack of fancy lemons and small lemons this season which is causing demand to exceed supply. Prices have been moving up on Fancy lemons and we do expect these to remain strong until mid to the end
of June when import lemons start to come in volume.
SUPPLY = FAIR | QUALITY = FAIR
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Mushrooms
Shortage of labor is negatively impacting the mushroom category. Suppliers are beginning to implement
prorates on orders, not due to shortage in product, but shortage of labor available to pick the product.
Many suppliers have had to increase wages to keep labor, but in some instances that still isn't enough. In
addition, substantial increases in Labor, Packaging, and Transportation are driving costs up as well. We are
seeing supply shortages across all specs along with increased costs start to come into play.
SUPPLY = FAIR| QUALITY = GOOD

Onions
Onions are steady rolling out west while NM starts up as well. Markets in CA are very stable with yellows
$7-10 per size, reds around $9 and whites $11-12. Seeing good demand.

SUPPLY = GOOD | QUALITY = GOOD

Onions, Green

Supplies are excellent this week. Demand is better for Green Onions this week. Quality remains good
this week, supplies should remain steady for a few weeks.

SUPPLY = GOOD | QUALITY = GOOD

Oranges

Navels - Packing Late Navels and we plan to pack until the end of June with Navels. Fruit is peaking on a 56/
48's. 88's and smaller have started to tighten up. Valencia’s - we started running sizing looks to be a little
larger this season, peaking on a 88/72. This will cause the 113's and smaller price to stay strong thru the
summer months.

SUPPLY = GOOD | QUALITY = GOOD

Pears
Pears are reaching the end of the season out of WA. Some varieties available our of CA but small sizes
very limited.
SUPPLY = FAIR | QUALITY = FAIR

Peppers, Bell

Prices for Green Peppers are trending up this week. Prices for Red and Yellow Peppers are trending down.
Production out of Florida is winding down while Georgia & California is picking up. Look for prices to stabilize
as production out of Georgia and California picks up.
SUPPLY = BAD | QUALITY = BAD
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Peppers, Chili
Prices for Chili Peppers are stable this week. Production is winding down out of South Florida. Growers out
of Georgia, Central Florida & Central Mexico are forecasted production to ramp up. Growers are reporting
some challenges with quality.
SUPPLY = FAIR | QUALITY = FAIR

Pineapples
Volumes have finally started to increase. Quality is good and supply will be really good for the foreseeable future.
SUPPLY = GOOD | QUALITY = GOOD

Potatoes

As normal for this time of the year, markets continue to rise on bigger spuds by about $0.50 since last week.
FOBs are at $15 in some reports, while the majority is hovering $12-15. Small spuds are sitting tight at $6-8.
Demand remains steady and no quality concerns at this time.

Squash

SUPPLY = GOOD| QUALITY = GOOD

Prices for Yellow Squash and Green Squash is trending down this week. Production out of Georgia is picking
up. Growers are reporting good quality.

SUPPLY = GOOD | QUALITY = GOOD

Strawberries
Prices for Strawberries are trending down this week. Production has picked up out of Santa Maria, Watsonville and Salinas. Growers are reporting good quality.
SUPPLY = GOOD | QUALITY = GOOD

Tomatoes

Prices for 20 lb 2 layer rounds, 25 lb Rounds and Roma's are trending down this week. Prices for Grape and
Cherry Tomatoes are trending higher. Production out of Florida has been steady. Production out of Mexico is
declining and is currently transitioning to Baja. California is starting to ramp up production.
SUPPLY = GOOD | QUALITY = GOOD

Watermelons

Prices for Watermelons are trending up this week. Growers are seeing increased demands due to ad activity at
retail level. The upcoming Memorial Day holiday will put pressure on supplies and pricing too. Growers are
reporting good quality with high brix.
SUPPLY = GOOD | QUALITY = GOOD
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Drought could cause California growers to plow under fields
Publication date: Tue 18 May 2021
Author: Astrid Van Den Broek
© FreshPlaza.com

“As California’s drought becomes increasingly worse, growers in the state will have to decide between how
much they can grow with their water sources or potentially plowing under their fields.
The current water conservation effects will have a particularly significant effect on lettuce and leafy greens
in the Huron, CA growing district. “Growers in this area typically harvest in October and November as well
as March and April. These are the transitions from the Salinas Valley, CA to the desert regions of Yuma,
AZ and the Imperial Valley, CA,” says Mark Shaw, vice-president of operation for Salinas, CA-based Markon. “During past peak drought years, some growers skipped Huron, CA altogether, staying longer in Salinas and starting earlier in Yuma. This can be problematic due to weather, both heat and cold, that can
inhibit growth or cause quality problems.”
Of course, growers of many commodities are also feeling the effect of the drought including stone fruit,
grape, melon, tomato and other fresh fruit, vegetable and nut growers in Central California. “They will feel
the effects of the conservation/restrictions, but it will vary by growing area within the San Joaquin Valley. The closer farms are to the Sierra and Nevada Mountains, the East side of the Valley, the higher the
water table is and the more water is available to them,” says Shaw. The farther farmers are from the mountains, the center of the valley and the western side of the valley, the lower the water tables. “These growers are more dependent on surface water being sent from the reservoirs in the Northeastern and Central/
Eastern parts of the state,” says Shaw.
Snowpack drop
This year’s drought traces back to snowpack issues. “The snowpack from Lake Shasta sits at 48 percent
and Lake Oroville is at 41 percent of average,” says Shaw. “The U.S. Drought Monitor shows 98 percent of
California is in some state of drought with 88 percent in severe drought and 53 percent in extreme
drought.”
While drought is a persistent issue in California, the state declared the last drought over in 2017. However
by 2018 conditions were worsening again, particularly in Southern California and San Joaquin Valley.
Shaw notes that snowpack levels went from 162 percent in 2017 to just 48 percent by 2018. The snowpack from the Sierra and Nevada mountains is the primary source of irrigation water for agriculture in both
of the worst-hit regions—Southern California and the San Joaquin Valley—and Shaw adds that federal
and state water projections say little to no water will be allocated to many of these growers.
Meanwhile the Salinas Valley, Hollister Valley, Santa Maria Valley, and Ventura County, these growing areas don’t source their water from the Sierra and Nevada Mountains, but are dependent on their aquifers,
which also have challenges. “Anything grown in California will be affected in some way.”
https://www.freshplaza.com/article/9322047/drought-could-cause-California-growers-to-plow-under-fields/
If you have any specific questions or concerns on any commodities not mentioned in this report, please feel free to reach out
to dforsythe@nproduce.com and we will be happy to give you those current market conditions. Also look for our Spanish
version that will be released on Monday. Have a great week!
Your Dedicated NPC, LLC Staff
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