WEEK 36: August 30 - September 5, 2021

MARKET OUTLOOK
Regional Weather Update :
Oxnard, CA: Sunny skies with highs in the 70s with lows in the 60s.
Salinas, CA: Partly Cloudy with highs in the in the high 60s to low 70s and lows
in the mid 50s.
Yuma, AZ: Partly Cloudy with highs ranging from 93° to 109° to lows in the
mid 80s.
Immokalee, FL: 30 to 60 % chances of rain all week; highs in the 90s and lows
in the mid 70s.
Idaho Falls, ID: Sunny with highs in the upper 70s to low 80s and lows

in the mid 40s.
Tropical Storm Ida
Tropical Storm Ida is projected to become a Category #3 Hurricane by Sunday before it makes
landfall somewhere along the Louisiana coast on Sunday. We will keep you updated to any
effects that Ida has on the growing areas in that region.

Transportation :

Apples
Avocados
Brussel Sprouts
Cilantro
Honeydews
Mushrooms, Whites &
Shitakes
Onions, Green
Potatoes
Tomatoes: Grape & Cherry

National Diesel Average : $3.324 Compared to Last Year: $2.426
Shortages : Seeing high freight rates, with extreme shortages remain in CO, DE, S. IL, S. IN, MD, SE MO, E NC, & VA slight shortage
in: CA, ID, MI, NY, & C WI.
www.nproduce.com (800) 213-6699
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Apples

SUPPLY
FAIR
QUALITY

GOOD

Asparagus

Washington apple market will remain firm for the rest of this season. The tightest items are
the Golden Delicious, Premium Honeycrisp, Gala, Red Delicious, and Granny Smith. The varieties that are the best value right now are the Fuji and Pink Lady apples. The import apples
from Chile have been arriving into the United States for several months now with mostly Gala, Honeycrisp, Pink Lady, and Granny Smith. Even with these, the prices remained on the
high side. The new WA crop of Gala apples has started in a very small way this week, the
main harvest is still a couple of weeks away. It is too early to predict the size of the new crop
but the impact of the heat wave in Washington will certainly be a negative on the crop.

SUPPLY
GOOD

Supplies are plentiful in Mexico and Peru. Quality is very good: tips are firm, and the color is bright,

QUALITY
GOOD

SUPPLY

Avocados

FAIR
QUALITY
GOOD

Bananas

Demand is still exceeding supply and field pricing continues to rise. Volumes out of Mexico continue to
be very light with the size curve causing the biggest concerns. There is no big fruit being harvested –
40s and larger are practically non-existent. 48s and 60s continue to be light and in high demand. 70s
and 84s are the majority of the harvest, but with overall volumes being so light the price point is ticking up on small fruit. #2s have dropped to less than 2% of the harvest, with extremely limited availability on 48# 2s and larger. Mexico is projected to harvest 7.5 MIL lb. more than last week. The industry
is still below the 55 MIL lb. mark – which is not enough, and demand for fruit in the field is high.

SUPPLY
GOOD
QUALITY

Banana quality and availability are good as many growing regions have recovered from last years late
hurricanes.

GOOD
SUPPLY

Berries

FAIR
QUALITY
FAIR

Blackberries : Prices for Blackberries are trending down this week. Supplies are running tighter out of the North West. Production out of Mexico will be picking up in the weeks to come.
Blueberries : Prices for Blueberries are trending up this week. Rains in the Northeast has impacted Blueberry production. Production out of British Columbia, Oregon, Washington and
New Jersey is declining. Mexico and Peru is expected to start later this week or early next
week.
Raspberries : Prices for Raspberries are stable with a downward bias this week. Supplies are
picking up out of Mexico. Growers are looking for stable prices in the weeks to come.

www.nproduce.com (800) 213-6699
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Beans, Green

SUPPLY
FAIR
QUALITY

Due to rain we are seeing delays in harvesting and quality issues in the Northeast. Out of the west,
we see the supply remaining steady out of Fresno and other local districts. There is also some
volume shipping out of Baja. Overall quality is fair.

FAIR

Broccoli

SUPPLY
GOOD
QUALITY

Supplies are better this week. Market pricing has also improved, demand continues to
be steady, quality has also improved. Supplies will continue to be steady for a few
weeks. (F.O.B pricing for this week $9.05 - $10.05)

GOOD

SUPPLY

Brussels Sprouts

FAIR
QUALITY

Supplies continue to be very short this week. Demand continues to be good, growers
are seeing some quality issues. Supplies will continue to be very limited for a few
weeks. (F.O.B pricing for this week $37.33 - $38.65)

FAIR

Carrots

SUPPLY
FAIR
QUALITY

Some fields are finishing the crop in the Imperial Valley. Partial shortages might occur with
jumbos this week and the front part of next week. Next crop out of Kern County should
have good size and going forward with no supply issues

GOOD

Cauliflower

SUPPLY
GOOD
QUALITY

Supplies are steady this week. Demand has decreased this week. Overall quality will
be good. Supplies are expected to be steady the next few weeks. (F.O.B pricing for this
week $7.98 - $8.50)

GOOD

Cantaloupes

SUPPLY
FAIR
QUALITY
GOOD

www.nproduce.com (800) 213-6699

Cantaloupe markets continue to run at record high levels for this time of year. Production remains good with a shift to smaller sizes over recent days. This has caused 12s to
be quoted at lower levels than other sizes. Slightly cooler than normal temperatures
are being experienced with lower highs (low to mid 90s) as well as lower lows (upper
50s). The growing region is also contending with the effects of the northern California
wildfires which is leaving a layer of smoke that not only produces poor air quality but
prohibits maximum sunlight that is needed for the growing cycle. Quality has remained
very strong on all sizes. We expect demand to stay very good through at least early
next week as retailers pull for the Labor Day weekend.
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Celery

SUPPLY
GOOD
QUALITY

Supplies continue to be good this week. Demand continues to be good. Supplies are expected to remain steady for a few weeks. (F.O.B pricing for this week $8.00 - $8.90)

GOOD

Corn

SUPPLY
GOOD
QUALITY

Prices for Corn are stable this week. There's lot's of local regions producing corn. At the
same time, expect some supply and pricing pressure associated with the Labor Day holiday
as we move forward. Retailers will make a last push on Corn for the holiday.

GOOD

Cucumbers

SUPPLY
GOOD
QUALITY

Prices for Cucumbers are trending up this week. Supplies are running fair with lot's of
local regions in production as well as New Jersey, Michigan and the Carolina's. Growers
are expecting production to pick up in the weeks to come. Growers out of the East are
reporting some challenges with quality due to rains associated with Tropical Storm Fred.

FAIR

Eggplant

SUPPLY
GOOD
QUALITY

Prices for Eggplants are trending down this week. Growers are expecting supplies to pick
up in the weeks to come. Production is coming out of New Jersey, Michigan, California
and Washington.

GOOD

Grapes

SUPPLY

Market remains steady at the current pricing levels. The Red Seedless market is coming more in line
with the Green seedless market. Scarlett Royals are coming into full production in the northern San
Joaquin Valley

GOOD
QUALITY

GOOD

SUPPLY
FAIR

Honeydews

QUALITY

Honeydew production continues to be very limited especially on smaller sizes (6/8s). What is being harvested has been mostly 5/5Js which seems to be consistent with other growers as
well. Markets remain strong with the primary reason focusing on a large drop in honeydew production over the past three years.

FAIR

www.nproduce.com (800) 213-6699
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SUPPLY

Iceberg

GOOD
QUALITY
GOOD

Leaf

SUPPLY
GOOD
QUALITY
GOOD

Supplies have improved this week. Demand is steady, overall quality has improved. Weights have
also improved, better weights are expected this week. Supplies should be steady for a few weeks.
(F.O.B pricing for this week $10.15- $11.15)

Romaine: Supplies continue to be steady this week. Demand is good this week, overall
quality is only fair at this time. Growers are encountering some quality issues at field level.
Expect markets to be steady for a few weeks. (F.O.B pricing for this week $9.75 - $11.55)
Hearts ($14.41 - $16.05)
Green & Red Leaf Lettuce: Supplies will be very good this week. Demand has improved
this week, overall quality is good. Supplies should remain steady for a few weeks. (F.O.B
pricing for this week $7.30 - $8.05)
Tender Leaf: Supplies continue to be excellent this week. Demand is good on tender leaf,
quality is very good. Supplies should remain steady for a few weeks. (F.O.B pricing for this
week $4.65 - $4.75)
LIMES: Hurricane Grace hit last weekend as a Category 3 Hurricane and dumped over 1.5’ of rain

Lemons
& Limes

FAIR

and damaging winds into the region that stripped trees and will cause scaring. The area of Papantla
and Pozarica got hit the hardest and lost all their crop. Some other areas were hit hard as well, but
so far, we are only seeing an immediate impact of 20% of the crop. It takes about 3 months from
bloom to fully develop on the trees, so the full impact is still yet to be determined but based on this
we expect markets to remain escalated.

QUALITY

LEMONS: California lemon crop is mainly choice fruit, with very little fancy. Quality is getting com-

FAIR

promised as temperatures have reached three digits over the past few weeks. Chilean lemons are in
good supply mainly on 140s and 165s. Large lemons more to be tighter a few more days.

SUPPLY

Shitake Mushrooms: Due to uncontrollable rise in cost of imported Shitake logs from China.

Mushrooms

SUPPLY
FAIR

QUALITY
GOOD

Shitake mushrooms supplies will be limited, prices will be changing almost weekly. Long delays to
unload shipments at the ports have caused some interruptions with supplies. This is caused by labor
shortage and limited freight availability.
The mushroom industry continues with a shortage of labor, as well as cost inflation increases in raw
materials. Specifically corrugated cardboard and packaging materials. Additionally, the price increases in freights nationally have greatly impacted cost to mushroom growers. Pricing on mushrooms
must increase at this time due to Labor, Transportation, and packaging.

SUPPLY

Onions

GOOD

Steady, transitioned back to ID/OR. Still waiting to see harvest and crop profile but market and demand remain steady

QUALITY
GOOD

www.nproduce.com (800) 213-6699
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SUPPLY

Onions, Green

FAIR
QUALITY

Supplies will be very limited this week. Demand is good, Quality remains good supplies
should remain steady for a few weeks. (F.O.B pricing for this week $19.95 - $20.45)

GOOD

Oranges

SUPPLY
FAIR
QUALITY
FAIR

Pears

The Valencia market is very active, and inventory will be down as schools ramp up
this week across the country. We expect the market to tighten causing a “demand
exceeds supply” situation before the end of the week on 113ct and smaller. Markets will continue to trend upward until October. Most growers are limited in labor and harvesting/ packing hours due to the shortages in the labor force and the
extreme heat. Causing fruit to stay on the trees longer and sizing-up. With
Schools and program business taking all the small sizes available the leave very
little for open the market business

SUPPLY
FAIR
QUALITY

Pears are reaching the end of the season out of WA. Some varieties available our of CA
but small sizes very limited.

FAIR

Peppers, Bell

SUPPLY
GOOD
QUALITY
FAIR

Peppers, Chili

Prices for Green and Red Peppers are trending up this week. Prices for Yellow Peppers are
stable. Overall supplies are good for Bell Peppers. There's lots of local regions in production as well as Michigan, New Jersey, California and Canada. Growers are looking for
steady supplies for the next couple weeks. Look for possible quality challenges out of the
East associated with rains from Tropical Storm Fred.

SUPPLY
GOOD

QUALITY

Prices for Chili Peppers for the most part are stable this week. Supplies are leaning towards the tighter side following the usual trend for this time of year. Growers are reporting good quality.

GOOD

Pineapples

SUPPLY
FAIR
QUALITY

Pineapple volume continues to be lower that anticipated due to the flowering process.
There are no shortages expected if you are able to switch between sizes. The quality is
still good. We will start to see more availability in the next couple of weeks.

GOOD

www.nproduce.com (800) 213-6699
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Potatoes

SUPPLY
FAIR
QUALITY
FAIR

Squash

Markets continue to spike, product is very short. Suppliers are extremely concerned about the
’21-’22 crop being harvested right now. Yields are down on both varieties, etc. still too early to
see for sure we have to get through harvest next month but more to come and definitely keep
an eye on this. FOBS $26+

SUPPLY
GOOD
QUALITY

Prices for Green and Yellow Squash are trending up this week. There's lots of small local
regions in production at this time. Rains from Tropical Storm Fred has put some pressure
on supplies and quality.

FAIR

Strawberries SUPPLY
GOOD
QUALITY
FAIR

Tomatoes

SUPPLY
FAIR
QUALITY

Prices for Strawberries are trending up this week. Production out of Salinas and Watsonville is trending down. Growers are reporting challenges with quality too. Santa
Maria's fall crop is in the beginning stages of production. Growers are reporting continued labor shortages. That's putting some pressure on production too.

Prices for Tomatoes are trending up this week. Supplies for Tomatoes are running tighter this week due to rains associated with Tropical Storm Fred. Baja's numbers are comings down a bit as usual for this time of year. Production out of California is currently
running steady. Supplies for Grape and Cherry Tomatoes continue to be tight. Prices are
expected to remain elevated for at least the next couple weeks.

FAIR

Watermelons

SUPPLY
GOOD
QUALITY
GOOD

Prices for Watermelons are stable this week. Expect some supply and pricing pressure
associated with the Labor Day holiday as we move forward. Retailers will make one last
big push on Watermelons for Labor Day. Trucks continue to be a factor on supplies at
this time. It is suggested that extra lead time be built into orders to allow more time to

www.nproduce.com (800) 213-6699
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Innovations in technology making sustainable
packaging more realistic
By TOM KARST August 26, 2021
Innovations in material availability and handling technology are making the quest for sustainable packaging more realistic, several industry leaders say.

In a recent survey, The Packer asked about what recent innovations have made sustainable packaging more realistic.
Some of the answers not only spoke to the materials for sustainable packaging, but also the equipment employed to use
those materials.
“I think that the ability to heat-seal paper on a vertical form, fill and seal machine are breakthroughs since paper is both
recyclable and compostable,” said Steve Greenfield, director of sales and marketing for NNZ Inc., Lawrenceville, Ga. “The
current problem, which I think will be fixed over time, is the weight limits that this technology has.”
“Sustainable packaging that is able to fit on our current machinery has made it more of a realistic option,” said Chuck
Sinks, president of sales and marketing for Yakima, Wash.-based Sage Fruit Co. “However, maybe even more so than the
innovation of the packaging itself would be the consumer demand. As demand increases, the cost of the packaging for
individual shippers goes down, which allows us to bring it to the marketplace at a more rapid pace.”

More choices in feedstocks also have been important to develop sustainable packaging, said Gary Hilberg, chief sustainability officer for Local Bounti, Hamilton, Mont.
The availability of more organic materials — not just bio-based plastics — has been important for adding sustainable
packaging options, agreed John Paap, manager at Jac. Vandenberg Inc., Tarrytown, N.Y.
Micro-perforated resealable films have reduced packaging materials by 30-40%, said Andrew Hare, co-founder and general manager of Charleston, S.C.-based Vertical Roots.
Innovation is critical to the sustainable packaging movement, said Jeff Watkin, director of marketing for Sev-Rend, Collinsville, Ill.
“There has been a good amount of growth in sustainable packaging options to help the packer retain their current packaging properties while being even more mindful of a true sustainable option for the market,” he said. “Sev-Rend is committed to introducing these options to the market where it makes sense.”
www.thepacker.com/news/packer-tech/innovations-technology-making-sustainable-packaging-more-realistic?
mkt_tok=ODQzLVlHQi03OTMAAAF_JuZRr_9ZtOHfEEUCkoccrl6w3FVIZSzFKxrc2i7z-sRTzGwBhedHyMfWk9jWcmcmyufkB9m5O-uok1Cncj95vwDYz4eT2zrCxfs3lBVkQ5-hzpEzCU

If you have any specific questions or concerns on any commodities not mentioned in this report, please feel free to reach out
to dforsythe@nproduce.com and we will be happy to give you those current market conditions. Also look for our Spanish
version that will be released on Monday. Have a great week!
Your Dedicated NPC, LLC Staff
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